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Mr. CROWLEY. Madam Speaker, | rise to
pay tribute and say thanks to Mary Louise
Plunkett one of the most influential people in
my life for more than 25 years, and one of the
most valued members of the Queens commu-
nity for more than 50.

| was blessed to meet Mary Lu in my early
twenties, when | stopped into the Queens
Democratic County Headquarters while run-
ning errands for my Uncle Walter. That day
was the start of one of the important friend-
ships in my personal and political life.

But, long before Mary Lu became a valued
part of my life, she was already a valued and
well-established force in Queens County.

Brooklyn-born Mary Lu moved to Jackson
Heights in 1949 with her husband, Jack. Mary
Lu was quick to engage in her community and
church, and we were just as quick to forgive
Mary Lu for her Brooklyn past.

Mary Lu’s foray into politics started when
she joined the Amerind Democratic Club. She
went on to volunteer at Queens County Demo-
cratic Headquarters, where she became a full
time member of the staff in 1956. While work-
ing at County headquarters, Mary Lu served
some of Queens finest leaders, including
Moses Weinstein, Jim Roe and Tom Manton.
And, her influence on them and our commu-
nity was felt by all.

No political event or dinner was held without
Mary Lu and her charm. She helped to wel-
come such dignitaries as Jack Kennedy, TED
KENNEDY, Jimmy Carter, Hugh Carey, Ed
Koch, Mario Cuomo, and Bill and HILLARY
CLINTON in to our Queens family.

Her intelligence, warmth and kindness made
all people feel welcome and comfortable.

However, Mary Lu’s reach went far beyond
local politics. When she was not at County
headquarters, she was working to create a
better Queens. For example, she hosted an
annual fundraiser to help the children of St.
Gertrude’s Parish in Far Rockaway.

On top of all she does for others, most im-
portant to her is her role as mother and grand-
mother. There is nothing Mary Lu won’t or
hasn’t done for her two children—Steven and
Jamie and her three grandchildren—Matthew,
Christopher and Caroline.

| have tremendous respect for Mary Lu and
all she has accomplished, but as her friend |
am most proud of how she has led her family.

In the coming weeks, my fellow friends and
colleagues in Queens will gather to honor
Mary Lu for her lifetime of service to Queens,
New York.

We will applaud her for her charity, wit and
political skill. And, | will thank her for being a
mentor and friend.

Mary Lu, congratulations on a lifetime of
achievements.
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Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Madam Speaker,
because the end of the hour grows close, |
would now come before this body with a sun-
set memorial. We intend to repeat this from
time to time to chronicle the loss of life by
abortion on demand in this country.

Madam Speaker, it is January 23, 2008, in
the land of the free and the home of the
brave, and before the sun sets today in Amer-
ica, almost 4,000 more defenseless unborn
children were killed by abortion on demand
just today.

Exactly 35 years today, the tragic judicial
fiat called Roe v. Wade was handed down.
Since then, the very foundation of this Nation
has been stained by the blood of almost 50
million children. Madam Speaker, that is more
than 16,000 times the number of innocent
lives lost on September 11.

Each of the 4,000 children that we lost
today had at least four things in common.
They were each just little babies who had
done nothing wrong to anyone. And each one
of them died a nameless and lonely death.
And each of their mothers, whether she real-
izes it immediately or not, will never be the
same. And all the gifts that these children
might have brought to humanity are now lost
forever.

Madam Speaker, those noble heroes lying
in frozen silence out in Arlington National
Cemetery did not die so America could shred
her own Constitution, as well as her own chil-
dren, by the millions. It seems that we are
never quite so eloquent as when we decry the
genocidal crimes of past generations, those
who allowed their courts to strip the black man
and the Jew of their constitutional personhood,
and then proceeded to murderously desecrate
millions of these, God’s own children.

Yet even in the full glare of such tragedy,
this generation clings to blindness and invin-
cible ignorance while history repeats itself and
our own genocide mercilessly annihilates the
most helpless of all victims to date, those yet
unborn.

Perhaps it is important for those of us in this
Chamber to remind ourselves again of why we
are really all here.

Thomas Jefferson said, “The care of human
life and its happiness and not its destruction is
the chief and only object of good govern-
ment.”

Madam Speaker, protecting the lives of our
innocent citizens and their constitutional rights
is why we are all here. It is our sworn oath.
The phrase in the 14th amendment capsulizes
our entire Constitution. It says: “No state shall
deprive any person of life, liberty or property
without due process of law.”

The bedrock foundation of this Republic is
the Declaration, not the casual notion, but the
Declaration of the self-evident truth that all
human beings are created equal and endowed
by their creator with the unalienable rights of
life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. Every
conflict and battle our Nation has ever faced
can be traced to our commitment to this core
self-evident truth. It has made us the beacon
of hope for the entire world. It is who we are.

And yet today, Madam Speaker, in this body
we fail to honor that commitment. We fail our
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sworn oath and our God-given responsibility
as we broke faith with nearly 4,000 innocent
American babies who died without the protec-
tion we should have been given them.

Madam Speaker, | believe that this discus-
sion presents this Congress and the American
people with two destiny questions.

The first that all of us must ask ourselves is
very simple: Does abortion really kill a baby?
If the answer to that question is “yes,” there
is a second destiny question that inevitably fol-
lows. And it is this, Madam Speaker: Will we
allow ourselves to be dragged by those who
have lost their way into a darkness where the
light of human compassion has gone out and
the predatory survival of the fittest prevails
over humanity? Or will America embrace her
destiny to lead the world to cherish and honor
the God-given miracle of each human life?

Madam Speaker, it has been said that every
baby comes with a message, that God has not
yet despaired of mankind. And | mourn that
those 4,000 messages sent to us today will
never be heard. Madam Speaker, | also have
not yet despaired. Because tonight maybe
someone new, maybe even someone in this
Congress, who heard this sunset memorial will
finally realize that abortion really does kill a
baby, that it hurts mothers more than anyone
else, and that nearly 50 million dead children
in America is enough. And that America is
great enough to find a better way than abor-
tion on demand.

So tonight, Madam Speaker, may we each
remind ourselves that our own days in this
sunshine of life are numbered and that all too
soon each of us will walk from these Cham-
bers for the very last time.

And if it should be that this Congress is al-
lowed to convene on another day yet to come,
may that be the day that we hear the cries of
the unborn at last. May that be the day we
find the humanity, the courage, and the will to
embrace together our human and our constitu-
tional duty to protect the least of these, our
tiny American brothers and sisters, from this
murderous scourge upon our Nation called
abortion on demand.

This is a sunset memorial, Madam Speaker.
It is January 23, 2008, in the land of free and
the home of the brave.
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Mrs. BONO MACK. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to celebrate the approval of a new treat-
ment that will provide renewed health and
hope for people living with HIV/AIDS. On Fri-
day, January 18, 2008, the Food and Drug
Administration approved INTELENCE™, for
the treatment of HIV infection. Tibotec Thera-
peutics innovative efforts in developing new,
effective treatments for people living with HIV/
AIDS should be commended.

We are all aware of the success HIV thera-
pies have had on prolonging and enhancing
the quality of life for those infected with HIV/
AIDS. As the infected population lives longer
and becomes increasingly resistant to current
treatment regimens, there is a growing need
to focus on access to newer therapies for
treatment experienced. HIV drug manufactur-
ers are being challenged to meet the treat-
ment needs of this changing population.
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